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1 These figures are calculated on a basis of 60 centimes as the hourly price. No one horse- 
power engine has been experimented upon. 

From these figures it is plain that the city of Geneva furnishes a 
motive power to its citizens at a very low price, cheaper by far than 
steam, especially for small powers and discontinuous service. The 
motor may be easily set up in dwellings or work-shops. There is no 
danger from explosion, or fire, and no smoke attendant upon its use. 

This distribution of motive power by the city obviously differs in 
principle from the distribution of water for domestic use, it not being 
necessary to the well being of its citizens. 

The writer sums up the conclusions as follows: — 

1. "Although motive power cannot be considered as an object of 
collective necessity, proceeding that is from the gathering of men into 
communities, it is not contrary to modern ideas that a municipality 
should utilize and distribute a natural force, when it can be profitably 
done only when the force is utilized in its entirety." 

2. '• The service rendered to the community will be greater in pro- 
portion as the method adopted for transmission of the force allows it 
to be subdivided, and made available in all places." 

3. " It is conformable to justice, equality, and the general interest 
that a municipality which has created an institution of this kind 
should consider it as a fiscal domain, and should draw from it a profit 
to be applied to its expense account." 

William Z. Eipley. 

Report of the Tax Commissioner of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts for the year ending Dec 81, 1889. Pub. Doc. 1890. Pp.299. 

This report does not vary in any respect from former annual issues. 
Among other tables it contains a list of the names of 2,867 corpora- 
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tions, subject to taxation, with the date of their organization. Of 
particular value are the tables relating to the finances of the munici- 
palities of the state. In this the tax commissioner presents material 
somewhat resembling that published by the Local Government Board 
of England. There is a statement of the assets and liabilities of all 
the cities and towns, divided according to the usual departments of 
local administration, as school houses, water works, etc. ; also a state- 
ment of the valuation and indebtedness of each town with a percentage 
of the latter to the former, and the amount of the sinking funds. 

The following table gives the aggregate valuation and net debt of 
municipalities for a period of nineteen years : — 



Year. 


Aggregate Valuation. 


Aggregate Net Debt. 


Percentage. 


1871 


$1,497,361,686 


$39,421,298 


.026 


1872 


1,696,599,969 


45,221,745 


.026 


1873 


1,763,429,990 


63,380,118 


.030 


1874 


1,831,601,165 


64,904,069 


.035 


1875 


1,840,792,728 


71,784,006 


.038 


1876 


1,769,359,431 


72,165,156 


.040 


1877 


1,668,226,792 


72,049,685 


.043 


1878 


1,568,988,210 


68,864,685 


.043 


1879 


1,529,521,014 


67,728,657 


.044 


1880 


1,584,756,802 


68,512,927 


.043 


1881 


1,648,239,976 


65,408,691 


.039 


1882 


1,684,213,423 


62,782,507 


.037 


1883 


1,731,297,061 


63,413,128 


.036 


1884 


1,756,879,778 


63,595,568 


.036 


1885 


1,782,349,143 


63,306,213 


.035 


1886 


1,847,531,422 


63,585,220 


.034 


1887 


1,932,548,807 


64,675,061 


.033 


1888 


1,992,804,101 


65,586,603 


.032 


1889 


2,072,170,872 


66,502,030 


.032 



It should be added that the net debt of Boston alone in 1889 was 
$27,654,190, or about 41 per cent of the total local indebtedness. 

Report of the Special Tax Commission of Maine, appointed under 
resolve of the Legislature, March 8, 1889. Augusta. 1890. Pp.192. 

Without discussing the final conclusions of the Maine Tax Com- 
mission in this place, attention is directed to the considerable amount 
of information and statistical data in regard to the tax systems of 
various states which is here collected. The Commission studied not 
only the laws of all the states, but visited New Hampshire, Vermont, 



